HISTORY OF THE ORDER OF DEMOLAY





As most DeMolays know, the dream was born in the mind of 28-year-old Frank Sherman Land, who was Social Service Secretary of the Scottish Rite Bodies in Kansas City, Mo. His office was in the Scottish Rite Temple at the corner of 15th and Troost, the building where the first DeMolays held their initial meeting in 1919.  The DeMolay movement grew so rapidly that new space was needed. Just four years after the organization was founded, DeMolay   moved to its second home in downtown Kansas City. Space was leased in the Federal Reserve Bank building at 10th and Grand on the West side of the 12th floor. Each succeeding year, the growing organization had to lease more and more office space.  Then, on June 28, 1928, DeMolay purchased its 3rd home-- the impressive stone house of Dr, A.C. Griffith at the corner of Armour and Warwick in midtown Kansas City. A new brass plaque at the front of the building read,  "A Shrine of Youth, dedicated to the Glory of God and the young manhood of the world."





Thirty years later, on March 23,1958, Dad Land realized his fondest dream-- to have a permanent, up to date building to house the International Supreme Council Headquarters.  


It took a lot of doing to build the new building. Property was purchased across the street for temporary offices, while DeMolay's 3rd home was razed to build the next headquarters. The idea for the $1 million, five story, half-block-long building became reality when Phillips Petroleum Company agreed to lease the first four floors for 25 years.  


To add a bit of the "old" to the "new", a handsome fireplace in Dad Land's original office was transported intact to his new office on the top floor of DeMolay's new midtown building.  You can see that same fireplace mantle today if you visit DeMolay's 5th home. The contemporary International Service and Leadership Center in Kansas City's northland the Service and Leadership Center was dedicated on November 14, 1986.





Amid sunny offices and a state-of-the-art computer system, you'll find artifacts from Dad Land's office on the day he died. They show more than words can say about the founder of DeMolay.  Photos of famous Senior DeMolays and friends of DeMolay grace one wall. Among them are pictures of Walt Disney, and Presidents Hoover, Truman, Roosevelt, Nixon and Eisenhower.  There's a cherished Stetson, from the Jurisdiction of Texas, a key to the city of Washington, D.C., marble and brass sculptures of wild animals, and a coat rack with Dad Land's favorite blue suit.





A grandfather clock stands at one wall and a comfortable sofa for guests at another. There's a 48-star U.S. flag, and a Shrine flag he received when he was Imperial Potentate of the Shrine of North America. And a leather chair graces a great wooden desk with stationary and note paper from the era on top.  With his leather briefcases nearby, it almost seems like Dad Land's ready to start another day at the helm of DeMolay.


