JACQUES DEMOLAY


(The Namesake)








When it came to naming the new organization, Dad Land recited a list of famous men to the teenagers gathered at the first meeting. Brother Clyde C. Stream suggested their namesake should come from the annals of Masonry.





Dad Land mentioned Jacques DeMolay, born in 1244. At age 21, he became a member of the Order of Knights Templar, officially sanctioned by the Pope and Church Council in 1128 to guard the road between Jerusalem and Acre.





The Order of Knights grew larger and stronger, and participated fearlessly in the Crusades. Jacques DeMolay became the Order's Grand Master in 1298.





Fearing the popularity of the Order and to prevent any rising in the Papacy, in 1305 Philip the Fair, King of France, decided to destroy "The Order of the Knights Templars."  In 1307 he issued secret writs for their arrest. The 


Templars were tossed into prison and tortured for seven years. Philip forced Pope Clement to condemn the Order and, in 1314, a commission of the Pope met to determine the fate of DeMolay and three of his Preceptors. 





Refusing to accept a sentence based on a forged confession, DeMolay and a trusted friend, Guy of Auvergne, were burned at the stake. This heroism continues to guide countless generations in the paths of truth, tolerance, courage and fidelity.
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