National TROA Chapter of the Year 1991 ¢ 1st Runner-Up Chapter 1992
Outstanding Chapter 2001 ¢ “4 Star” Chapter 2003 ¢ “5 Star” Chapter 2002, 2004-2009

NATIONAL CERTIFICATE OF EXCELLENCE 1985, 1986, 1989, 1995;
NATIONAL WINNER 1990, 1994, 1997, 1998, 1999; 1st Place Newsletter Award 2005;
1st Runner-up Newsletter Award 2003 & 2008
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General CHAPTER AWARD TO BE PRESENTED BY
David H. Pet- VADM NORBERT R RYAN, JR, USN-RET, MOAA PRESIDENT
raeus, USA,

assumed com-
mand of the
United States
Central Com-
mand in Octo-
ber 2008, after
GEN. PETRAEUS serving for
over 19 months
as the Commanding General, Multi-
National Force-Irag. Prior to his tour as
MNF-I Commander, he commanded the
U.S. Army Combined Arms Center and
Fort Leavenworth. Before that assign-
ment, he was the first commander of the
Multi-National Security Transition
Command-Irag, which he led from June
2004 to September 2005, and the NATO
Training Mission-lrag, which he com-
manded from October 2004 to Septem-
ber 2005. That deployment to Iraq fol-
lowed his command of the 101st Air-
borne Division (Air Assault), during
which he led the “Screaming Eagles” in
combat throughout the first year of Op-
eration Iragi Freedom. His command of
the 101st followed a year deployed on
Operation Joint Forge in Bosnia, where
he was the Assistant Chief of Staff for
Operations of the NATO Stabilization
Force and the Deputy Commander of
the US Joint Interagency Counter-
Terrorism Task Force-Bosnia. Prior to
his tour in Bosnia, he spent two years at
Fort Bragg, North Carolina, serving first
as the Assistant Division Commander
for Operations of the 82nd Airborne
(Continued on page 6, see PETRAEUS)
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PRESIDENT: LTC GRIFFIN, USA (RET)

THIS IS, INDEED, A GREAT TIME TO BE A TAMPA CHAPTER
MEMBER. Starting in April, we are giving special recognition to the

JROTC and ROTC programs in the area.
Many MOAA members volunteer to be presenters of our MOAA medal
and certificate, as well as the hours of labor consumed with the printing and
gathering all of the names of the deserving cadets from all of the JROTC and ROTC pro-
grams throughout the TAMPA CHAPTER area. Tom South is one of the main "Troopers"

that allows this program to be very successful.

I was honored and privileged to be the presenter of the MOAA medal and Certificate
to USF ARMY ROTC Cadet David J. Marcello. The entire ceremony was conducted in
the greatest traditions of the US ARMY. LTC Clark, Professor of Military Science, has a
group of future officers of whom he can be proud.

In case you forgot, this year is our 50th anniversary of being a MOAA Affiliate. We are
honored to have the MOAA President, VADM Norb Ryan Jr., USN (RET) to present the
award to us. But wait, there's more. As our speaker, we are very fortunate to have the
Commanding General of CENTCOM, GEN David Petraeus.

So, as | began this message-THIS IS, INDEED, A GREAT TIME TO BE A TAMPA
CHAPTER MEMBER. Make your reservations early to attend the luncheon. Hope to see
you there. 3

is published monthly by members of the Tampa
Chapter of the Military Officers” Association of
America (MOAA), P.O. Box 6383, MacDill
Air Force Base, FL 33608-0383. Tampa Chap-
ter MOAA, Inc. is a 501-C-19 tax exempt
veterans organization not associated with the
Department of Defense. The views expressed in
individually signed articles do
not necessarily reflect Chap-

ter policy.
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CDR STAN EWANOWSKI,

APRIL SPEAKER: RADM LEROY COLLINS, JR, USN (RET)

Following his presentation of the Governor’s Point of Light Award,
RADM Leroy Collins, USN (Ret), the Executive Director of the Florida
Department of Veterans Affairs asked for a show of hands for each of the
following questions:
How many of you are enrolled with the Veterans' Administration? (most)
How many have claims that are unresolved for three months? (about ten)
How many have claims that are unresolved for six months? (three)
How many have claims that are unresolved for one year? (one)

He stated that there is a room in the Bay Pines VA Hospital that maintains all of the Vet-
erans' records—some of the records can be measured to be about three feet high.

His job and that of his staff is to advocate for claimants and to oversee the six Veterans
Administration Nursing Homes for an area that includes sixty-eight hospitals: VAMC
Bay Pines, VAMC Miami, VAMC Tampa, VAMC Gainesville, VAMC Lake City, and
VAMC West Palm Beach and six Nursing Homes with a new one under construction near
St. Augustine. Forty per cent of the patients are there because of Alzheimer’s. He travels
between 40,000 and 50,000 miles each year.

His legislative duties include advocating for Veterans with legislators in an attempt to
keep bills pertaining to Veterans moving along through the legislative process which he
described as an art. Three areas which the Legislature does not want to cut are for the eld-
erly, for children, and for veterans.

In an attempt to forestall the moment when a vet must enter a nursing home, he has im-
plemented a program which gives assistance at home through TeleHelp.

Further information is available on line at http://www.floridavets.org/index.asp
o3

THIS ‘N THAT THIS ‘N THAT THIS ‘N THAT

You know this, but...fly the U.S. Flag on VE Day, 8 May, & Memorial Day, 31 May
VADM Norm Ryan, MOAA President, will attend the May luncheon

Send USPS and email address changes to moaatampachapter@tampabay.rr.com

Be sure that your dependents’ ID cards are renewed on time

Pick up or order your name tag at the luncheon check-in table

Begin preparing now for the hurricane season that begins 1 June

FY¥YYIYY
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LEGISLATIVE LOWDOWN: COL RON BUCHERT, USAF (RET)

"TRICARE benefits will not be affected by (the healthcare)

reform (law),” Charles Rice, Acting Assistant Secretary of

Defense for Health Affairs said after President Obama

signed the bill that added TRICARE to the list of military

healthcare plans that satisfy the requirement for everyone to

have healthcare insurance. TRICARE for Life, Medicare,

and VA healthcare were specifically protected in the final healthcare

bill, but there was doubt by many Congressmen that TRICARE itself

may have been overlooked so this bill was passed. The bottom line is

that now all plans for military personnel (including retirees) and their
families are safe.

But there are some possible "unintended consequences™ that could
affect the availability of services. The most obvious one is that with the
implementation of healthcare reform, an additional 32 million new pa-
tients with medical insurance could enter the picture. Without a signifi-
cant increase in the number of physicians, healthcare providers will be
overwhelmed. This will result in longer waits for appointments and
delays in obtaining test results and many other services. Another possi-
bility is that if the fees paid by the new insurance plans are better than
those paid by Medicare/TRICARE physicians could gradually shift their
patient load away from Medicare/TRICARE beneficiaries; this doesn't
even address the effects on your healthcare from what will be a monu-
mental administrative operation.

Congress finally passed legislation that delayed the mandatory 21%
decrease in fees paid to Medicare/TRICARE physicians, but the delay is
only until June 1st. Legislation will be required to extend the delay un-
til either the beginning of the next fiscal year or the beginning of the
next calendar year. There is a bill in Congress at this time to fix the
flawed formula that causes the fees to be decreased, however similar
bills have been submitted many times and never passed—mainly be-
cause the required 10 year cost projections and the permanence of the
fix discourage too many Congressmen.

A Presidential Debt Commission has been formed whose task is to
scrutinize all government spending, including Social Security, Medi-
care, Medicaid, federal/military retirement, and other defense and vet-
eran programs. The goal is to reduce the federal deficit as well as to
produce options for revenue increases. The commission is co-chaired by
former Senator, Alan Simson, and former Clinton Chief of Staff, Er-
skine Bowers, and includes 16 others Republicans and Democrats.

MOAA Government Affairs head Col. Steve Strobridge said, "Hold
onto your hats. When Simpson sat on a similar commission in the mid-
1990s, he expressed the view that COLAs weren’t part of the promised
federal benefit package and proposed severe limits on COLAs, among

(Continued on page 12, see LEGISLATIVE)

.

MACDILL PHARMACY SERVICES

The Refill Drive-Thru Pharmacy is located behind the PharmaCARE Center
at 7101 Kingfisher Dr.; enter the Drive-Thru area from Kingfisher Drive near
the Armed Forces ATM machine. There are three lanes open daily from 0830 to
1700. Please pick-up all called-in refills at the Refill Drive-Thru pharmacy.

The MacDill Pharmacy Drive-Thru Service recently completed the AF’s
AFSO-21 process to tackle long wait times in the Drive-Thru lanes. A team of
15 pharmacy and ABW members worked on the process for 6 months and the
end results are astonishing. The average wait time for customers decreased
from 16 to 6 minutes and the maximum wait from 30 minutes to 12.6 minutes.
The team implemented numerous changes that brought about these great re-
sults:

- They installed head-sets to communicate with patients as they drive into the
lane

- They installed red/green lights so patients know if lanes are open or closed

- They separated the PharmaCARE service from the Drive-Thru service —

TAMPA CHAPTER NEWS CONTINUED

- The team Installed mirrors so managers can observe the number
of cars in line

- They developed standard work processes for all employees
(staff/volunteers) and Staff was rearranged based on workload

They added more detailed guidelines/instructions for using
the call-in system:

- It is mandatory to call-in refills at (813) 828-5367 or (800)272-

0201

- Refills must be picked up within 7 days (hand-written scripts

will not be accepted in the Drive-Thru lanes)

- When arriving at the Drive-Thru please provide the following:
Last 4#’s of sponsor’s SS#; Last & First Name of the pa-

tient; Address of patient; the number of refills you are picking-up

So call-in your refills and pick-them up at the Drive-Thru

pharmacy because there is generally no waiting and the long-

est anyone waits is 12 minutes.

(Active duty military in uniform & handicapped patients may
go inside the PharmaCARE for service). PharmaCARE Center
(8:30am to 5pm M-F), 7101 Kingfisher Dr (MAFB) (813) 828-
2226
Accepts hand-written prescriptions from civilian/military doc-
tors. Doctors may also fax prescriptions
All faxed prescriptions must be faxed to (813) 828-0088 from
doctor’s office (type written/computer generated); Include full
name of patient, date of birth, phone # and last four # of spon-
sor’s SSN#

NOTE: Faxed prescriptions for CONTROLLED (NARCOTIC)
drugs will not be accepted
Brandon (0730am to 8pm M-F), 220 Grand Regency Dr, Bran-
don FL (813) 827-9737. ALL patients (retirees included) may
order refills via phone-in line to be picked-up at the Brandon
Clinic
MAIN CLINIC (0730am to 5pm M-F), 3250 Zemke Ave
(MAFB)  (813) 827-9300. Prescriptions will ONLY be filled
for patients that were put in the computer by Doctors at the
Clinic

All pharmacies will be closed all federal holidays and at 1200
on training days (3rd Wednesday of each month). The Phar-
maCARE and Drive-Thru pharmacies will be closed 29 April for
an official function, please plan accordingly. If you have ques-
tions are concerns, please contact Lt Col Ghitiana Oatis at 827-
9764 or 827-9310. You can also contact us at

6MDG.Patients@macdill.af.mil
ERIN K. O'CONNOR, 1Lt, USAF, BSC, Director of Operations, 6th Medical
Group o3

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER: CDR R R HELVESTON, CHC, USNR (RET)

Someone said that there’s nothing wrong with the aver-

age person that a good psychiatrist can’t exaggerate.

But most of us can manage to exaggerate our fears

without benefit of psychiatrists and we invariably do

until often the fear of the evil is worse than the evil it-

self. The dread of illness can be more damaging than the

illness itself. The fear of failure can be more fatal than failure. Go

through the list of phobias which have been multiplied in an age of

anxiety and see how many of them are what Archibald MacLeish

called, “faceless fears.” That is, they have no substance, no shape,

no bodily image that you can face or fight. They are shadows: fear

of the dark; fear of open places; fear of closed places; fear of criti-

cism; fear of the future; fear of old age; fear of death; all the way to

phobophobia which is fear of fear itself. Apparently, those early

Christians had plenty of fears so Timothy wrote, “For God did not

give us a spirit of timidity, but a

spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline.” 2 Timothy 1:7
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Save YOUR CHAPTER money, save trees, save time,
read your RETROSPECT on line at
http://www.moaatampa.com/

BULLETIN BOARD

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS: COL CRAIG BROWN, USA (RET)
Unfortunately, no new members have joined our Chapter this month.

TAPS: LT COL ED GEASA, USAF (RET)
Fortunately, no deaths have been reported.

A SPONSOR’S NEW ARRIVAL
Proud grandfather and chapter member Maj John Massey shared the following
with us. His daughter, Willa, and her husband, Robert A. Powless, D.M.D.., a
longtime RETROSPECT sponsor, had a son on 16 February 2010 whom they
named, Jacob Nicolas. “Grandpa John” wanted to tell us more than just the fact of
he and his wife having a new grandson. He wanted to share the unusual fact that
his son-in-law and grandson have the same date of birth—16 February!!! How

often does that happen? Congratulations!
Editor
o3

OPERATION HELPING HAND RECEIVED GOVERNOR'S POINT OF
LIGHT AWARD: CAPT BOB SILAH, USN (RET)

It has been another busy and rewarding month for Op-

eration Helping Hand, our Chapter's primary project.

In discussions with the VA Hospital staff, the good

news is that there is a definite slowdown in the number

of incoming wounded/injured with many either being

medically discharged or going on to various other medi-

cal centers for further treatment. As we have in the past

years, we stand by to help those being treated and those coming in.

We will celebrate our sixth anniversary at our Operation Helping Hand
dinner at the hospital Thursday, 20 May and again when General David
Petraeus joins us at our 13 May Chapter luncheon. All Tampa Chapter
members are invited to join us.

When we started in May 2004, | never envisioned that we'd still be oper-
ating six years later. We have been blessed with superb support from our
contributors that has allowed us to provide the necessary assistance to
those who need our help.

At the Chapter luncheon in April, RADM Collins, USN (Ret), the Execu-
tive Director of the Florida Department of Veterans Affairs presented
CAPT Bob Silah, President, Operation Helping Hand, a certificate from
Governor Charlie Crist, recognizing Operation Helping Hand at the James
A. Haley Veterans’ Hospital in Tampa with the Governor’s Point of Light
Award and sent the following message:

“Operation Helping Hand at Haley Veterans’ Hospital is generously
helping our active duty servicemen and women adjust to civilian life upon
their return home,” said Governor Crist. “The volunteers’ compassion and
dedication to our veterans’ well being and quality of life is a gracious un-
dertaking, and | am grateful they are giving back to those who have given
so much to our state and country.”

Since our Tampa Chapter agreed to start Operation Helping Hand in
2004, we have assisted more than 600 seriously injured active duty and
reserve service members and their visiting families at the James A. Haley
Veterans’ Hospital. Through our fundraising efforts, we have been able to
give well over $300,000 in cash or checks directly to service member pa-
tients and their families plus an additional $600,000 in services and materi-

(Continued on page 5 see OPERATION HELPING HAND)
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DECORATION DAY INSTITUTED

HEADQUARTERS GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC
General Orders No.11, WASHINGTON, D.C., May 5, 1868

The 30th day of May, 1868, is designated for the purpose of strew-
ing with flowers or otherwise decorating the graves of comrades
who died in defense of their country during the late rebellion, and
whose bodies now lie in almost every city, village, and hamlet
church-yard in the land. In this observance no form of ceremony is
prescribed, but posts and comrades will in their own way arrange
such fitting services and testimonials of respect as circumstances
may permit.

We are organized, comrades, as our regulations tell us, for the
purpose among other things, "of preserving and strengthening
those kind and fraternal feelings which have bound together the
soldiers, sailors, and marines who united to suppress the late rebel-
lion." What can aid more to assure this result than cherishing ten-
derly the memory of our heroic dead, who made their breasts a
barricade between our country and its foes? Their soldier lives
were the reveille of freedom to a race in chains, and their deaths
the tattoo of rebellious tyranny in arms. We should guard their
graves with sacred vigilance. All that the consecrated wealth and
taste of the nation can add to their adornment and security is but a
fitting tribute to the memory of her slain defenders. Let no wanton
foot tread rudely on such hallowed grounds. Let pleasant paths
invite the coming and going of reverent visitors and fond mourn-
ers. Let no vandalism of avarice or neglect, no ravages of time tes-
tify to the present or to the coming generations that we have for-
gotten as a people the cost of a free and undivided republic.

If other eyes grow dull, other hands slack, and other hearts cold
in the solemn trust, ours shall keep it well as long as the light and
warmth of life remain to us.

Let us, then, at the time appointed gather around their sacred
remains and garland the passionless mounds above them with the
choicest flowers of spring-time; let us raise above them the dear old
flag they saved from his honor; let us in this solemn presence re-
new our pledges to aid and assist those whom they have left among
us a sacred charge upon a nation’s gratitude, the soldier's and
sailor's widow and orphan.

It is the purpose of the Commander-in-Chief to inaugurate this
observance with the hope that it will be kept up from year to year,
while a survivor of the war remains to honor the memory of his de-
parted comrades. He earnestly desires the public press to lend its
friendly aid in bringing to the notice of comrades in all parts of the
country in time for simultaneous compliance therewith.

Department commanders will use efforts to make this order effect
tive.

By order of
JOHN A. LOGAN
Commander-in-Chief

N.P. CHIPMAN
Adjutant General

Official:
WM. T. COLLINS, A.A.G.

THE RETROSPECT
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(OPERATION HELPING HAND, continued from page 4)
als such as rental
cars, phone cards,
prepaid cell phones,
and assorted health
and comfort items.
Coupled with our
meeting the requests
of these patients and
their families each
month, we host a
dinner at the hospital for more than 300 service members
and their families, hospital staff, volunteers and support-
ers. The James A. Haley Veterans’ Hospital, which
serves more than 116,000 veterans, is the busiest of four
Polytrauma Facilities in the nation.

AAA-South is the supporting sponsor of the Gover-
nor’s Points of Light Award. This program recognizes
Florida residents who demonstrate exemplary service to
the community. A panel of judges comprised of leaders
in the areas of volunteerism and service evaluate all
nominations and make recommendations to the Gover-
nor. Usually the award is presented to individuals, but
occasionally, the award is presented to outstanding or-
ganizations. The Volunteer Florida Foundation manages
the program. c’4

2010 FLORIDA COUNCIL OF CHAPTERS CONVENTION

For details and registration form, go to the Florida Council of
Chapters website www.moaafl.org, click on the “convention”
tab; then choose “2010” or you can contact Jim Conner at 239
-542-5627 or jmcfl@comcast.net. o5
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(PETRAEUS, continued from page 1)
Division and then as the Chief of Staff of XVIII
Airborne Corps.

General Petraeus was commissioned in the In-
fantry upon graduation from the United States
Military Academy in 1974. He has held leader-
ship positions in airborne, mechanized, and air
assault infantry units in Europe and the United
States, including command of a battalion in the
101st Airborne Division (Air Assault) and a bri-
gade in the 82nd Airborne Division. In addition,
he has held a number of staff assignments: Aide
to the Chief of Staff of the Army; battalion, bri-
gade, and division operations officer; Military
Assistant to the Supreme Allied Commander -
Europe; Chief of Operations of the United Na-
tions Force in Haiti; and Executive Assistant to
the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

General Petraeus was the General George C.
Marshall Award winner as the top graduate of the
U.S. Army Command and General Staff College
Class of 1983. He subsequently earned MPA and
Ph.D. degrees in international relations from
Princeton University’s Woodrow Wilson School
of Public and International Affairs, and he later
served as an Assistant Professor of International
Relations at the US Military Academy. He also
completed a fellowship at Georgetown Univer-
sity.

Awards and decorations earned by General Pet-
raeus include two awards of the Defense Distin-
guished Service Medal, two awards of the Distin-
guished Service Medal, two awards of the De-
fense Superior Service Medal, four awards of the
Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star Medal for valor,
the State Department Distinguished Service
Award, the NATO Meritorious Service Medal,
the Gold Award of the Iragi Order of the Date
Palm, the French Légion d’Honneur, and the Na-
tional Defense Cross of the Czech Republic. He
is a Master Parachutist and Air Assault and
Ranger qualified. He has also earned the Combat
Action Badge and French, British, and German
Jump Wings. In 2005 he was recognized by the
U.S. News and World Report as one of Amer-
ica’s 25 Best Leaders, and in 2007 he was named
by Time magazine as one of the 100 most influ-
ential leaders of the year and one of four runners-
up for Time Person of the Year. Most recently,
he was selected by Foreign Policy magazine as
one of the world’s top 100 public intellectuals
and by Esquire magazine as one of the 75 Most
Influential People of the 21st Century.

3
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INSURANCE
BANKING
INVESTMENTS
RETIREMENT

ADVICE

Your military service means big savings.

SWITCH TO USAA
AUTO INSURANCE.

USAA. Proudly serving the insurance needs
of the military community for 88 years.

Switch and save today.

800-227-8722 | usaa.com/insurance

Membership eligibility restrictions apply. USAA means United Services Automobile Association and its affiliates. © 2010 USAA. 109175-0310

Candi LoPresti
Realtor

6946 W Linebaugh Ave.
Tampa, FL 33625

Bus: 813-968-2221
Fax: 813-968-2224
Cell: 813-300-6762

clopresti@tampabay.rr.com

Each office is Independently Owned and Operated

"Tampa-Carrollwood excellent
professional office space—building
and signage visible from N. Dale
Mabry.

Prime location at an affordable
price- For Lease."
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UNITED STATES SPECIAL OPERATIONS COMMAND
PARACHUTE TEAM

“The Para-Commandos”

The Para-Commandos per-
form precision freefall para-
chute demonstrations across
the United States, informing
the public about the Special
Operations Command, it's
mission, and the great work
being performed by the Spe-
cial Operations Command's

USSOCOM Parachute Team the Soldiers. Sailors. Marines
Para-Commandos ! !
and Airmen deployed to over
100 countries around the world.

The team normally jumps from an altitude of 12,500 feet above the
ground, freefalling approximately 2 miles and reaching speeds in
excess of 120 miles per hour wearing smoke canisters on their feet to
make them visible to the public below. During their freefall, the
members of the team maneuver their bodies like an aircraft to form
formations in the sky. When the jumpers approach an altitude of
4,000 feet, they break their formation and glide in different direc-
tions, opening their parachutes approximately 2,500 feet above the
ground. Once open, the members steer their parachutes and land
one behind the other with precision accuracy in the landing area.

The Para-Commandos are all active duty military or Department of
Defense civilians assigned to the Special Operations Command.
Most are combat veterans and have a Special Operations back-
ground. Many served with the US Army Special Forces, commonly
known as the elite Green Berets. Others served with US Army
Rangers, the world's premier light infantry fighting force. The US
Air Force is well represented with specialized combat controllers,
para-rescue men and combat air crewmen. The US Navy is repre-
sented with US Navy SEALs and Special Warfare Combat Crew-
men, and the US Marine Corps is represented by Special Operations
Marines.

These men and women all have full time jobs at the Special Opera-
tions Command Headquarters, located at MacDill Air Force Base in
beautiful Tampa, FL. They volunteer to serve as Para-Commandos
as an additional duty, spending their weekends honing their skills
and performing for the US public.

The Para-Commandos have performed at numerous military and
civilian air shows, college and
professional sporting events,
and various patriotic, civic and
school celebrations throughout
the United States, and hope to
have the opportunity to perform
for you!

3
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JROTC MOAA Medal presen-
tation photo taken at Newsome
High School on March 30th.
The medal was presented to
Cadet Alexander Fontana by
Col. Luke Lloyd, USA (Ret),
Tampa Chapter member.
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COMMENTARY: SOLDIERS SEE SUBTLE SHIFT IN

IRAQI CULTURE
(Sgt. Michael J. MacLeod writes for the 1/82 AAB, USD-C)

CAMP RAMADI, Irag—There
is a tendency here in Iraq to cast
any story in its shadow, to find
meaning in not what is but from
what was.

Recasting the peace among An-
baris during the recent national
election in such terms, we might
recall how, only two years ago, a
U.S. military official declared Al
Anbar province lost. What a dif-
ference.

2nd Lt. Andrew Berreth, a platoon leader of 3rd In more clinical terms, the 50
platoon, Company A, Special Troops Battalion, attacks during September 2009

1st Brigade, 82nd Airborne Division (Advise . - .
and Assist), discusses threat activity with Iraqi are astounding weighed against

police officer 1st Lt. Haithem at an Iragi police  the 1,350 in March of 2007.
checkpoint near Ramadi, Irag, March 23. However, the constant breathing
of life into the past can give it
legs of its own: continuing a well-worn narrative, a journalist declares that
"a series of blasts shattered the peace in the months leading up to the elec-
tion," as if the past is the rightful heir to the future, as though a marketing
campaign by a handful of terrorists is enough to negate the efforts of a
100,000 boots on the ground and the hopes and determination of millions
of Iraqgi citizens grown tired of anguish and turmoil.

Sometimes, as 2nd Lt. Andrew Berreth discovered during a recent visit
to an Iragi police checkpoint, it's the subtle shifts, the casual comments,
what fringe has grown from the new fabric of Iragi life that let on where
they are as a people and a nation. Just as cattails growing along a water's
margin best describe a relative tranquility—the germination of a new way
can be both subtle and dramatic.

Berreth is a platoon leader of a route-clearance team: 3rd platoon, Com-
pany A, Special Troops Battalion, 1st Brigade, 82nd Airborne Division
(Advise and Assist). His platoon hunts for roadside bombs. The brigade is
of a special type, one developed specifically to partner with Iraqi police
and army to harden and sharpen their skills.

Two other engineering platoons in his company are partnered with Iraqi
army troops to teach them the latest in route-clearing techniques and tac-
tics - one with 7th Iragi Army Division in Al Asad, the other with 1st Divi-
sion in Fallujah. Berreth's team, however, is not partnered, but rather, pro-
vides a foundational service—Kkeeping the main supply routes clear and
safe for the brigade's other activities to continue. In seven months, 1/82
AAB has taken no casualties to improvised explosive devices.

"We aren't finding much lately,” says Berreth. "We'll stop and talk with
IP to gather intelligence, find out what they need, and figure out what we
can do to assist them. Our advise-and-assist role is to gauge the workabil-
ity of the traffic control points and to see if they can be improved upon."

Since November, the platoon has found three IEDs, none causing injury.

"We see plenty of dead donkeys along the road," said Pfc. Chad Turner.

"And that monkey," added Pfc. Zachary McCoy.

"We swear we've seen a monkey twice," laughed Turner. "The most re-
markable thing we've seen is in the improved construction of IP check
points."

Outside Ramadi, the IED hunters stopped at an Iraqi police check —

point to visit with the police. Berreth dismounts his MRAP as
does Jorgensen and a handful of others.

Along this stretch of road, there is little noise beside the
banter of policemen and U.S. troops. Semi-feral dogs wander
in the periphery of light cast by the station's floodlights.

First Lt. Haithem, the officer in charge of the dozen police-
men, gathered to chat with the Americans. He reported that
the situation is very stable and safe.

"We can walk outside anytime, daylight or dark, and as you
can see, everything is safe," he said.

Haithem has been stationed here for 2.5 years. He says his

(Continued on page 9, see CULTURE)
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(CULTURE, continued from page 8)
men have learned much from the Americans, techniques such as search-
ing and how to approach dangerous targets. Skills that keep his men alive.

But as much as his men enjoy visiting with the Americans, it is good
that they are leaving, he said. "If you stay here, | am going to depend on
you. | am going to do nothing."”

Berreth asked the silver-haired police officer whether all his men voted
in the recent national elections.

"All of my men, without exception,” he replied.

"Congratulations on a successful vote."

"We hope," Haithem said wistfully, "We hope everything is okay after
the election results are announced."”

And casually, as if he were talking to a neighbor, the Iraqi said, "We
congratulate you on the healthcare plan in America.”

Mildly shocked, Berreth was taken aback.

"You track our news?" he asked.

"Yes we do," responded Ali, another policeman.

"We saw President Obama, and he was so excited and happy."

And, tempted to engage the Iragis on the healthcare debate, the Ameri-
can paratroopers realized the subtle and astonishing change that had oc-
curred, said Berreth.

Saddam had kept his subjects blinded to the world by prohibiting Inter-
net and cell phones; insurgent and terrorist violence had kept them too
afraid and too busy to care. With peace and stability and the tools of a
modern, free society on the table before them, Iraqis are picking them up
and becoming world citizens. They know what's going on.

"You could stay here five years more, maybe 10," says Haithem, "but
then we will do nothing. You have taught us very well, and as you see, all
the police are doing their jobs. It is very peaceful now."

3

JSF F-35B PERFORMS FIRST VERTICAL LANDING
Headquarters Marine Corps Capt. Craig W. Thomas

HEADQUARTERS MA-

RINE CORPS, Washington,

D.C.—The Marine Corps

moved closer today to adding

the Joint Strike Fighter F-35B

STOVL (Short Take-Off Ver-

tical Landing) variant to its

arsenal. The test plane, BF-1, rode more than 41,000 pounds of

thrust to a vertical landing for the first time, confirming its required
ability to land in confined areas both ashore and afloat.

"Having the F-35B perform its first vertical landing underscores
the reality of the Marine Corps achieving its goal of an all STOVL
force," said Lt. Gen. George J. Trautman Ill, Deputy Commandant
for Aviation. "Being able to operate and land virtually anywhere,
the STOVL JSF is a unique fixed wing aircraft that can deploy, co-
locate, train and fight with Marine ground forces while operating
from a wider range of bases ashore and afloat than any other TacAir
platform."”

BF-1 lifted off at 80 knots using less than 1000 feet of runway
from Naval Air Station Patuxent River, Md., at 1:09 EST. About 13

minutes into the flight; the pilot positioned the aircraft 150 —

feet above the airfield, where he brought the F-35 to a
hover and then descended to the runway. BF-1 is one of
three F-35B STOVL jets currently undergoing flight
trials at the Patuxent River test site.

On April 2, 2010, Marine Fighter/Attack Training
Squadron - 501 (VMFAT-501) will officially stood up
as part of the Joint Integrated Training Center located at
Eglin Air Force Base, Florida. The work being done at
Patuxent River will enable the Marine Corps to start
training Marine pilots and maintainers during the fall of
2010.

The Marine Corps anticipates reaching JSF F-35B ini-
tial operational capability (IOC) in December 2012.
IOC assets will include the first F-35B training squadron
of 15 aircraft in VMFAT-501 at Eglin AFB, an opera-
tional test and evaluation detachment of 4 aircraft at Ed-
wards AFB, and VMFA-332, the Corps' first operational
squadron of 10 aircraft at MCAS Yuma. The VMFA-
332 aircraft will be equipped, manned and trained to
execute Marine missions and deploy ashore or afloat.

The STOVL F-35B Lightning Il is scheduled to re-
place three different variants of USMC combat aircraft
(F/A-18, AV-8B and EA-6B). This 5th generation multi
-role fighter has significant advantages over the Marine
Corps' current tactical fixed-wing squadrons and will
dramatically amplify strategic agility, vastly enhance
operational flexibility and capabilities, provide tactical
adaptability for basing options ashore and afloat, and
reduce aviation training and maintenance costs across
the Corps.

The STOVL JSF will carry more ordnance with
greater range than the F/A-18 Hornet, operate from aus-
tere expeditionary environments like the AV-8B Harrier,
and ultimately possess electronic warfare technology
similar to the EA-6B Prowler. 8

Major Mario Gutierrez, USAF, Ret. Chapter Member
And Owner, FlowersinTampa.com 800-878-3990
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INDEPENDENCE BEGINS MAIDEN VOYAGE

From Surface Forces Public Affairs

MOBILE, AL (NNS) -- The Navy's
newest littoral combat ship, USS Inde-
pendence (LCS 2), sailed away from Mo-
bile, AL for the first time 26 March. The
milestone marks the commencement of
initial testing and evaluation of the alumi-
num vessel.

"We are excited to set sail, and remain
grateful for the incredible support offered
by the city of Mobile in helping us reach
this milestone,” said CDR Curt Renshaw,
Independence Blue Crew CO. "This tran-
sit will allow us to gain valuable opera-
tional experience and is another large step
toward bringing our unique and versatile
capabilities to the fleet."

Independence's maiden voyage will include stops in Key West and May-
port, FL, before pulling into Naval Station Norfolk, VA for additional test-
ing and specialized crew training.

"This is an exciting time for all of us,” said Fire Controlman 1st Class
Jeffry Gibson. "To be a part of bringing the Navy's newest, most advanced
ship to the Fleet is something we all take a great deal of pride in."

The littoral combat ship (LCS) is a fast, agile, mission-focused ship that
demonstrates the latest in naval technology. The ship is specifically de-
signed to defeat "anti-access" threats in shallow, coastal water regions, in-
cluding surface craft, diesel submarines and mines. LCS features an inter-
changeable modular design that allows the ship to be reconfigured to meet
mission requirements.

Independence, the Navy's second LCS ship and the first Independence
Class LCS, was commissioned 16 Jan in Mobile, AL. It spans 419 feet, has
a displacement of 2,800 metric tons and can operate in water less than 20
feet deep. Propelled by four water jets, along with two diesel and two gas
turbine engines, Independence is capable of speeds in excess of 45 knots
and boasts a range of over 3,500 nautical miles. Independence will be
homeported in San Diego.

The new littoral combat ship, USS Inde-
pendence (LCS 2) is pier side during her
commissioning ceremony. Independence is
the second of two littoral combat ships
designed to operate in shallow water envi-
ronments to counter threats in coastal
regions. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Com-
munications Specialist 1st Class Tiffini
Jones Vanderwyst/Released)

(C4
TESTIMONIES ON HEALTH CARE BILL AND TRICARE

IAVA is pleased to see that military and veterans health care will not be
negatively impacted by the new health care reform bill. Under this new
plan, the administration of health care for service members, veterans and
their families, will remain protected under the Department of Defense
(DoD) and Department of Veterans Affairs (VA).

Throughout the health care conversations over the past several months,
IAVA has worked hard to ensure that the best interests of our membership
are protected and that new legislation does not infringe on veterans' hard
earned right to health care. As the process continues, in the Senate and
through its implementation, IAVA will continue to do the same.

It is unfortunate that throughout this debate, some have used—

MAY 2010

FOR RENT: TOWERS OF CHANNELSIDE CONDO

Overlooks Shops, Cruise Ships, Fireworks, Port, & Water
Available, beginning Saturday, April 3, 2010
ENJOY AFTERNOON SHADED AND EXPANSIVE 248 SF
TILED TERRACED UPSCALE CONDO
The condo is a split two bedroom plan plus 2.5 tiled
baths. Additionally, it has granite countertops, stainless

kitchen appliances, wood cabinets, crown moldings,
window treatments, high ceilings, ceiling fans and grand
wood doubled door entry to unit’s foyer from the car-
peted interior hall, laundry room with washer-dryer, built
-in ironing board and tall pantry cabinet.

The Towers of Channelside community includes a
large pool with waterfalls, hot tub spa, and a spacious
clubhouse. Walk to theatre, bowling alley, restaurants,
aquarium, events at the Times Forum with city trolley to
Ybor City, downtown Tampa, Harbor Island.

Rent includes two parking spaces on the 4" floor. 24
hour security, basic cable, internet, water, garbage and
sewer.

SPECIAL PRICE OFFERED TO MILITARY ONLY—call
Evelyn at (813) 967-1425 for showing appointment.

service members and veterans as political props
instead of focusing on the issues. With the health
care vote now complete, we hope the Administra-
tion and Congress will work with the VA to im-
prove quality of and access to health care for
America’'s veterans.
Paul Rieckhoff (Director, Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America)
As a proud veteran, | want to underscore that
the health reform legislation will not adversely
impact our nation's veterans. While the bill was
inherently clear in its protection of VA health
care, after Chairman Skelton's fix, it was also
imminently clear that those who depend on Tri-
CARE could also rest assured. President Obama
stands firm in his commitment to veterans, and
that is why he has provided an historic increase in
benefits for our veterans and has upheld every
pledge to protect the benefits our veterans have
earned in service to our nation.

Matt Flavin (White House Director of Veterans and Wounded Warrior Policy, vet who
completed deployments to Bosnia, Afghanistan and Iraq)

The legislation redesigning the administration
of health care in America is done. The Fat Lady
sings. Unfortunately, rumors, propaganda and
hype persist. Tokyo Rose couldn't do a better job
of spreading lies about what's happened and how
it will affect you. The most militant nattering na-
bobs of negativity now accept that there aren't
any death panels and that the feds won't tell your

(Continued on page 11, see HEALTH CARE)
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RESCUE CREWS FLY INTO HOSTILE ZONES TO SAVE LIVES

KANDAHAR AIRFIELD, Af-
ghanistan (AFNS) -- Men and
women of the 41st Expeditionary
Rescue Squadron here provide
around-the-clock personnel recov-
ery, commonly known as combat
search and rescue, for American
and coalition warfighters support-
ing Operation Enduring Freedom.

But unlike past wars where air-
craft were lost every week, the
mission in Afghanistan has
changed and taken on an addi-
tional role here in Regional Com-
mand-South to conduct casualty
evacuations, said Maj. Christo-
pher Escajeda, the 41st ERQS

Capt. Josh Irvine and Capt. Rob Roth conduct a routine
preflight check on a HH-60G Pave Hawk helicopter
March 5, 2010, at Kandahar Airfield, Afghanistan.
Captain Irvine is the crew's aircraft commander and
Captain Roth is the mission pilot. Both are assigned to
the 66th Expeditionary Rescue Squadron from Nellis
Air Force Base, Nev. (U.S. Air Force photo/Senior
Airman Nancy Hooks)

director of operations.

The majority of the unit is composed mainly of members from the 41st
Rescue Squadron from Moody Air Force Base, GA., but the unit also in-
cludes aircrew, pararescuemen and support members from the 55th Rescue
Squadron at Davis-Monthan AFB, AZ., the 66th Rescue Squadron at Nellis
AFB, NV, and the 304th Rescue Squadron from Portland, OR.

Secretary of Defense Robert M. Gates requires teams to respond within 60
minutes from the time a medical alert drops to the time wheels touch down
at a medical facility to transfer a patient to a higher level of care; a concept
commonly referred to as the "Golden Hour," he said.

Crews work on a 24/7 operations tempo and are always on alert. Often
referred to as the "9-1-1 of southern Afghanistan,” the squadron staff pro-
vides critical medical care not only for all International Security Assistance
Force members, but also for local Afghan civilians, Afghan National Army
and Police. Forty to 50 percent of their operations result in the medical
evacuation and care of Afghans.

of extensive training to include low-level terrain
flight, instrument and night-vision goggle use,
shipboard operations, and helicopter aerial refu-
eling.

They are some of the world's best trained avia-
tors and can fly in any environment, anywhere in
the world, he said.

"Every day these Air Force warriors go into
harm's way, ready and willing to do whatever it
takes to get to those in need. Risking their lives,
they hold true to their motto: These things we do

so that others may live," he said.
o3

(HEALTH CARE, Continued from page 10)

doctor how to treat you. But...what about those
who receive veterans benefits? I'm being asked,
"Jim, is it true veterans with TRICARE will have
to purchase additional insurance because TRI-
CARE is not recognized as health coverage un-
der this legislation?"

Don't listen to Rumor Control Headquarters.
The current administration has supported veter-
ans causes in ways not seen before. In the pipe-
line are new AO and Gulf War presumptive
benefits, the largest VA budget increase in over
30 years, and innovations not dreamed of in dec-
ades. These aren't the people who will weaken
your benefits. These are the people who may
make your health care system more of a model
for others to follow than it is already. And that's
a good thing!

Jim Strickland (Vietnam era Army veteran, Veterans Advocate writer)
3

"What makes the (unit members) unique compared
to other medical evacuation teams is their training and
equipment. They use their personnel recovery and
CSAR skill-set to conduct CASEVAC quicker and
better than anyone in theater," Major Escajeda said.

They are able to go into hostile situations to rescue
downed aircrew or ground forces and have the defen-
sive capabilities to protect their aircraft and troops on
the ground.

Pararescue men and combat rescue officers are spe-
cially trained for a variety of situations, to include
mountaineering, skydiving, and scuba diving, in addi-
tion to a variety of specialty training in weapons and
rescue equipment. What makes them unique is all
pararescuemen are trained paramedics and emergency
medical technicians.

HH-60G Pave Hawk aircrews go through years—
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MOAA/MOWC JOINT LUNCHEON 13 MAY
CALL (813) 218-3413
(LUNCHEON RESERVATION VIA VOICE MAIL)
NLT MONDAY NOON BEFORE THE LUNCHEON

THE RETROSPECT

Remember to come dressed in casual clothes for the
summer, preferably MOAA or OpHH shirts.

Pay at the door ($15 per person) cash, check, or charge to
club account. If you wish to make a permanent reservation
to all MOAA luncheons, contact Maj Scotty Cleland, USAF
at (813) 988-4552.

Persons holding a permanent reservation who wish to can-
cel, bring guests, or change their choice of menu, use the
MOAA call-in-system (218-3413).

MAY MENU
Chicken Marsala, Potatoes,
Veggie, Tossed Salad w/House Dressings,
Coffee, Iced Tea.
Dessert: Butterscotch Pudding W/Cream

REMEMBER-if you make a reservation and don’t
show up, you pay.

If our menu selection is not one of your favorites, call the
reservation number and order a fruit plate or chef salad. If
you order a fruit plate or salad, give your ticket to your

Server. (C:1
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MEMBERS: MAY WE COUNT ON YOU?

A recent Washington, D.C. newspaper article stated, “The post office is renewing its drive to
drop Saturday delivery and plans a rate increase in an effort to fend off a projected $7 billion
loss this year.” The article continues, “Under the law, the agency is not supposed to raise rates
more than the amount of inflation, but there is a loophole allowing higher increases in extraordi-
nary situations such as the current recession and drop in mail volume.” After you’ve read this
far, you’re probably wondering why this was put in THE RETROSPECT. Well...we have been
mailing over five hundred copies each month for an average postage cost of $150 dollars. That
amounts to a yearly average of $1800 dollars. Any increase in rates, including those for bulk
mailing, would raise the total cost of publishing our monthly newsletter. We need you to help in
controlling the cost by doing this very simple thing! Those of you that have computers can
receive THE RETROSPECT via e-mail or by reading it on the chapter website at http:/
WWWw.moaatampa.com/.

In addition to the postal savings stated above, your action will save your chapter the cost of
printing all those copies since there is a charge for each page copied and, of course, the cost of
the paper. Nearly every member can help in controlling expenses. Editor <4

FIRST RUNNER-UP

MOAA National recently completed judging all Chapters for their annual
Communications Award. Chapters are judged according to membership size. In
our category, we were awarded 1st Runner-Up for our Web.

See what you think at http://www.moaatampa.com/ Editor e’

(LEGISLATIVE, continued from page 3)
other things, during the same time period."

The commission is tasked to deliver its recommendations by December
1. That could prove a challenge as 14 of the 18 members must agree on
all official commission recommendations. Given the disparity of views
among the members, that kind of consensus may be difficult to achieve.

Col. Ron Buchert, USAF, (Ret.) MOAA Board of Directors (2000-2006)/
Legislative Liaison
(e’
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